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Scene vii introduces Fluellen and Gower, the former incensed
against the French for their barbarity in putting the camp-
followers to death. Gower assures him that this atrocity has
been committed, and that the King has, by way of retaliation,
ordered the slaughter of the prisoners, adding, *' 0 'tis a gallant
king!" which leads the Welshman to claim Ihe King for a
countryman because he was born at Monmouth. Further, the
classics-mad captain proceeds to draw a parallel between
Alexander the Great, who was born at a town on a river, with
Henry born at Monmouth on a river (the Wye). Further,
Alexander, in a drunken rage, killed Cleitus. Gower interrupts
that here the parallel fails, but Fluellen declaims against this
ill-timed interruption since he was about to add that Henry,
being in his right wits, did not kill, but foreswore the company
of his erstwhile boon companion, Sir John Falstaff.
Henry now enters, and is angry that a body of Frenchmen
should hang aloof on an eminence neither fighting nor flying: he
sends to tell them that if they do not yield he will cut their
throats, whereat Montjoy enters once again, this time to ask
permission to count the French dead, to separate the base from
the noble, and to attend to the wounded, the herald acknow-
ledging, of which Henry is not even yet assured, that the day
is his, whereupon the King asks the name of a neighbouring
castle, and, being told that it is Agincourt, he declares that the
battle shall be so named also.
Fluellen reminds the King of Crecy and the Black Prince, nor
does he forget to say that the men of Monmouth did good
service in a garden there where leeks grew, wearing leeks in their
Monmouth caps, and adding that the King took no scorn " to
wear the leek on St. Tavy's day." The King, in assenting,
explains that he is a Welshman. Fluellen, in his odd way,
replies that "All the waters in the Wye cannot wash your
majesty's Welsh blood out of your body," and further, "I need
not be ashamed of your majesty so long as your majesty is an
honest man." The King's " God keep me so I" comes evidently
from the heart, and he then sends his heralds with Montjoy to
count the slain.
The King's gaze now falls upon the soldier, Williams, who is
wearing in his cap the glove given to him by the King in token
of defiance. Henry, pretending to know nothing of the matter,
asks what it means, and is told the story of the promised box on
the ear, and asking Fluellen whether a soldier should keep his oath
or no, gets, as he expected, a decided affirmative, which is not
shaken by the King's reminder that the glove may belong to a
gentleman of degree. Williams is therefore enjoined by the
King to keep his word, and is sent to fetch his commander,
Captain Gower, to the King. As soon as Williams has gone
the King gives the glove he holds to Fluellen to wear, asking